REVIEWS. 


Traite de Chirurgie Clinique et Operatoire. Publie sous la direc¬ 
tion de MM. A. Le Dentu et Pierre Delbet. Tome sixiSme; 8vo, 

pp. 952. Paris : J. B. Bailiere et fils, 1898. 

Treatise on Clinical and Operative Surgery. By Le Dentu and 

Delbet. 

A Surgery which has extended to six volumes of nearly a thousand 
pages each, with a number more to come, may reasonably be expected 
to be complete. Like almost all French books, it is impossible to find 
in it any special topic about which one wishes to consult it, in view of 
the fact that there is no index. But in looking somewhat carefully 
through its pages, especially to see whether some important and particu¬ 
larly some recent subjects have been at all fully treated, we must confess 
to not a little disappointment. For instance, Tumors of the Sternum, 
which in an encyclopedic work like this should certainly receive a full 
consideration, are merely touched upon. The whole subject of Tumors 
of the Thoracic Wall, including those of the soft parts and of the bones, 
is dismissed in three pages. So, too, Tumors of the Mediastinum have 
less than two pages, while Hernia of the Lung occupies nearly ten. 
Diverticulum of the (Esophagus, the operative treatment of which has 
received considerable attention of late years, is fully considered and 
proper treatment given. Under the heading of Foreign Bodies in the 
(Esophagus, the whole matter of diagnosis by means of the Rontgen 
rays is dismissed in eight lines. It begins: “Finally, Aragon has 
recently taken advantage of radiography in order to discover the pres¬ 
ence of a coin fixed in the oesophagus in a child.” As if Aragon were 
the first and, indeed, the only one, who had ever done so. Not even an 
allusion is made to the scores of cases reported in the journals of all 
countries both before and since Aragon’s use of it. Not a word is said 
about the ingenious method of removing such bodies as published by 
White and Wood in 1896. Inasmuch as this volume bears the imprint 
of 1898, it surely should cover the literature of 1896. Under Foreign 
Bodies in the Larynx, nothing is said in reference to the use of the 
x-rays. 

Naturally, one of the topics a reviewer would look at is the modern 
surgery of the alimentary tract. A system as large as this should give 
one all necessary information, including operative procedures, sufficiently 
well illustrated to enable any surgeon to perform such operations. Yet 
we find that under Gastrostomy (where he misspells the name Egberg), 
there are less than six pages, and among the operative procedures the 
only one described at length and illustrated by a single cut is that of 
Terrier, which nobody does at the present time. There is not a single 
illustration of either of the methods of Witzel or Ssabanajew-Frank. 
Even the operation of Witzel is wrongly described, the procedure of 
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Marwedel being tlie one described under this name, though Marwedel’s 
name is not mentioned. 

The chapter on the Treatment of Goitre is modern, and is good, with 
one exception. The recent operations of Jaboulay and Jonnesco, of 
resection of the cervical sympathetic for exophthalmic goitre, are men¬ 
tioned, though no reference is made to the earlier work of Alexander 
on the same nerve in epilepsy. Jonnesco especially has insisted on the 
difficulties of removing the inferior ganglion of the sympathetic, and has 
copiously illustrated his own papers on this subject in order to help the 
surgeon. Not a single cut, nor any such detailed description which 
would enable the surgeon to avoid the dangers and accomplish the 
result in view, is given. 

The want of an index is very well illustrated in reference to Cervical 
Ribs. If one wishes to hunt up what is said on this subject he will find 
in the Table des Matieres, under Diseases of the Neck, Section 5, Tumors 
of the Neck, Part I., Solid Tumors; and then, on reference to the text, 
will find among others mentioned Osseous Tumors, and among these Cer¬ 
vical Ribs. Pathologically, surely a cervical rib is not an “ osseous 
tumor.” If one desired to look up what was said in reference to such 
anomalies of development, the last title under which he would look 
would be “ Osseous Tumors.” Similarly, should one desire to consult 
this work on Fistulse of the Neck, and Persistent Thyreoglossal Duct, 
the only probable title in the table of contents is “ Liquid Tumors of 
the Neck;” and on turning to this, while considerable is said as to con¬ 
genital cysts, and there is a short paragraph on the relation of these 
cysts to the lymphatic system, not a word is said as to the congenital 
fistulas, and not a word as to the thyreoglossal duct. Under Diseases of 
the Tongue we do find a discussion of the latter, but we have been 
unable to ferret out anything about branchial fistulae. 

There is a great deal in this book that is good; but on the whole it is 
disappointing. Much of it is diffuse; little of it can be referred to by 
a busy man at a moment’s notice; and what is omitted is more striking 
than what is found. Although the book contains nearly a thousand 
pages, and is called a “Treatise on Surgery, both Clinical and Operative,” 
yet in all these pages illustrating pathology, pathological and normal 
anatomy, and operative procedure, there are only a little over a hundred 
cuts, and most of these are poor. W. W. K. 


Atlas and Abstract of the Diseases of the Larynx. By L. Grun- 
WALD, of Munich. Authorized Translation from the German. Edited by 
Charles P. Grayson, M.D., Lecturer on Laryngology and Rhinology in 
the University of Pennsylvania; Physician-in-Charge of the Throat and 
Nose Department, Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania. With 107 
colored figures on 44 plates. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders, 1898. 

This is an excellent practical handbook, giving the main points in 
the diagnosis, pathology, and treatment in the various diseases of the 
larynx, and without any elaboration, the colored plates being very 
effectively drawn and nearer to nature in tint than most of those seen 
in recent publications. The descriptions accompanying the plates are 
admirable, concise, and sufficient. The translation is in good English. 

J. S. C. 



